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pranks and doing at times serious damage, but easily routed by a sprinkling of holy water or the sign of the cross. The devil of Gregory's Dialogues is, in all essential respects, the same as he who flung a stone at Dominic and got spattered with Luther's ink. He is represented at one time as making his appearance all on fire with flaming mouth and flashing eyes, yet condescending to make a pun on the name of a saint 1; at another time, disguised as a physician, carrying horn and mortar, and riding on a mule 2 ; again, under the form of a little black boy,3 or a bird with flapping wings.4 He haunts a house in Corinth, rendering it uninhabitable through his imitations of " the roaring of lions, the bleating of sheep, the braying of asses, the hissing of serpents, the grunting of hogs, and the squeaking of rats/'5 He begins to strip off the stockings of a priest, who had rudely ordered his servant to do so, calling him " devil." Q He holds his court in a ruined temple of Apollo on the Appian Way, and there reviews his demons at midnight, and receives their report of the mischief they have accomplished in the day.7 He lives for three years, under the form of a serpent, in the cave of a holy hermit of Campania.8 In such representations as these the devil has lost much of his terror, and has become comparatively innocuous. He is already the cunning impostor, full of tricks and devices, with whom the Middle Ages were familiar. And his attendant demons have undergone a similar transformation. Gregory tells us, for instance, of one fallen angel, who, while sitting on a lettuce, was inadvertently eaten by a nun Q; and of another who, to injure a bishop, assumed the form of a stranger, and cried about the streets that the bishop had denied him hospitality.10 These demons have the right of entering into human beings and taking possession of them on the occasion even of quite slight faults; such, for example, as the disregard of an ecclesiastical regulation of ceremonial purity.11 Certain saints are credited with peculiar powers for their expulsion in such cases.12 Wizards and witches, on the other hand, are believed to have traffic with them,13 and the doctrine
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